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Descriptive Summary 
Creator: Ella Maud Boult (1868 - 1951) 
Dates: 1898-1947 (bulk 1899) 
 
Abstract: The Ella M. Boult papers consist of approximately 75 items, the majority of which is 
correspondence written to Ella M. Boult from various literary personalities.  Additional material 
types include clippings and writings. The collection provides a look into the late 20th early 21st 
century literary community that was tied to New York City and illuminates one woman’s role within 
it. 
  
Extent: 1 box (.3 linear feet) 
Accession numbers: 50.211.1 – 50.211.76 
Language: English 

mailto:research@mcny.org
http://www.mcny.org/


 
Biographical Note 
Ella M. Boult was born in Medina, Ohio in 1866. She graduated from Cornell University in 1888 
with a degree in Chemistry, but went on to a career in writing. Working closely with the writer and 
editor Edmund Clarence Stedman, Boult met and corresponded with many famous artists and 
authors and edited their work. Boult also published books of her own, including the epic poem 
illustrated by Beatrice Stevens, The romance of Cinderella; being the true history of Eleanor de Bohun, 
and her lover, Hallam Beaufort, duke of Somerset: together with divers happenings concerning the 
mysterious black knight, and other illustrious persons: also setting forth the unnatural and inhuman 
conduct of the Lady Eleanor's stepmother, and her two stepsisters, Mistress Rotraut and Mistress Dowsabel. 
 
Ella M. Boult also published a number of articles and essays that appeared in magazines and 
journals. Her essay, “The Miracle Play at Pomfret, Connecticut,” about the yearly Christmas pageant 
that she and Beatrice Stevens launched was published in Country Life in America and later in the 
book, Readings in Rural Sociology. Much of Boult’s published writing was about gardens and she 
also had some of her photographs published in gardening magazines. 
 
Although her entry in the Connecticut Death Index lists her as married, Boult spent most of her life 
single and shuttling between temporary homes in New York City; Medina, OH; Pomfret, CT; and 
Stedman’s artist colony in Bronxville, NY. Census records list her as a boarder until she is identified 
at the age of 64 in 1930 as a joint head of household home in Pomfret, CT, with Beatrice Stevens, 
with whom she had a long artistic and personal connection. Boult lived with Stevens for at least ten 
years and many of Boult’s correspondents ask about her. The two women turned their Pomfret 
home into a place of artistic creation, opening their doors frequently to fellow artists and writers. 

 
Scope and Content 
The Ella M. Boult papers serve as a window into the literary community of the late 19th and early 
20th centuries, as well as the role of a female aspiring writer and editor within it. Although records of 
Boult’s published writings and some photographs exist, there is little else in the historical record 
about her beyond this collection of letters. 
 
The collection includes letters from notable authors and literary editors such as Edmund Clarence 
Stedman, Ridgely Torrence, Kenneth Brown, and John Dos Passos.  The collection also contains 
correspondence with editors of periodicals and artists. 
 
The origin and destination of the correspondence is geographically focused on New York City, 
Pomfret, CT, and Bronxville, NY; though some correspondence is sent to and from locations 
outside of the northeast, such as Seattle, Washington, and Medina, Ohio.  Though New York City 
and other locations often serve as a backdrop to the events described in the letter, the focus of the 
correspondence is primarily of a literary nature. 
 
Arrangement 
The collection consists of three series. The collection is arranged according to correspondent.  Series 
I and II are devoted to Miss Boult’s most frequent correspondents, Edmund Clarence Stedman and 
Ridgely Torrence, and are arranged chronologically within the series.  Series III includes multiple 



correspondents, and is first arranged alphabetically by the last name of the sender, and then 
chronologically within each folder.  Undated correspondence is filed at the front of each folder.  The 
original order of the collection is not known.  
 
Series I: Edmund Clarence Stedman   
Series II: Ridgely Torrence 
Series III: General Correspondence 
 
Refer to “Processing information,” below for more information on arrangement prior to re-
processing in December 2012. 
 
Series and Sub-series Descriptions 
 
Series I: Edmund Clarence Stedman 

Ella M. Boult served as assistant editor and secretary to Edmund Clarence Stedman from 
1899 until his death in 1908.  Stedman was a journalist on the staffs of the Tribune and the World, 
as well as a poet, critic, and editor of literary anthologies.  Through her capacity as Stedman’s “right 
hand man” – as she is referred to by Edward Everett Hale, author, historian and clergyman, in a 
letter from September 9, 1899 – she became a frequent correspondent with many of the literati of 
the early 20th century.  Boult and Stedman corresponded frequently when they were not living 
together, and Stedman’s letters illuminate the amount of work that went into creating the 
anthologies as well as the toll these took on his health and finances.  Other letters in the collection 
alludes to Steadman’s wandering eye and his wife’s jealousy; however, the correspondence contained 
in this collection casts Boult as an indispensible assistant and platonic friend.  
 
Series II: Ridgely Torrence 
Ridgely Torrence worked as a librarian at the New York Public Library, was a poet, playwright, and 
held editorial positions at both The New Republic and Cosmopolitan Magazine.  Torrence first 
developed a relationship with Stedman, and thus Boult, when he sought Stedman’s assistance in 
editing The House of a Hundred Lights, his first book of poetry.  Torrence is often credited as the 
author of the first serious and contemplative plays about African Americans, and his correspondence 
with Boult discusses his excitement at working with drama after his previous experience as a poet.  A 
significant portion of Torrence’s correspondence with Boult discusses topics he wishes her to follow-
up on with Stedman, but it is also apparent the two have a close friendship of their own.  
 
Series III: General Correspondence 
Boult corresponded with several other authors, including Kenneth Brown, John Dos Passos, 
Elizabeth Stoddard, and Joseph Pennell.   Her correspondence also extends to editors of periodicals 
such as R.W. Gilder of the Century Magazine, McClure from the McClure Syndicate, and Joseph B. 
Gilder of Putnam’s monthly. Other highlights of this series include two drawings made by famous 
illustrators: Reginald Birch and Tudor Jenks. 
 
Language of Materials 
Materials are in English 
 



Access and Use 
The Museum of the City of New York collections must be examined on site. Appointments to 
examine materials must be made in advance by contacting the Archivist through e-mail at 
research@mcny.org.  
 
Collection use is subject to all copyright laws. Permission to publish materials must be obtained in 
writing from the Rights and Reproductions Office at the Museum of the City of New York. For 
more information please contact:   

Rights and Reproductions office 
Museum of the City of New York 
1220 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10029 
Telephone: 212-534-1672, ext. 3375 
Fax: 917-492-3960 
rights@mcny.org 

 
Administrative information 
 
Custodial information 
This collection was donated by Ella M. Boult directly to the Museum.  The materials have been in 
the care of the Museum since their donation.  One letter from Edmund Clarence Stedman has a 
typed note (presumably from Ella M. Boult) indicating that Yale might be interested in the letter 
due to the number of authors mentioned, posing the question of whether portions of Miss Boult’s 
correspondence were offered to and acquired by other institutions.  However, no other collections of 
Miss Boult’s papers have been located, and research into related collections has not revealed Miss 
Boult as a donor. 
 
Acquisition history 
The collection was acquired in 1951 as a gift to the Museum. 
 
Preferred citation 
Title, date. Ella M. Boult Papers. Museum of the City of New York. Accession #. 
 
Processing information 
The collection was evaluated by intern Marika Plater in summer 2011; at that time, the letters were 
housed loosely together in one archival sleeve with no existing arrangement.  Archivist Lindsay 
Turley reprocessed the collection in December 2012 (see “Arrangement,” above).  Objects were re-
housed as part of reprocessing, and letters removed from envelopes and unfolded. 
 
Related material 
There is no record of Miss Boult donating any other material to the Museum when she made the gift 
of the letters, or on any other date.  The Museum does hold a small collection of author’s 
manuscripts, broadside ballads, and a collection of holiday cards sent to Carl Van Vechten and his 
wife Fania from some of the same correspondents.  Contact research@mcny.org for more 
information. 
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Related Collections in Other Repositories 
Columbia University 
Edmund Clarence Stedman Papers (87 boxes), 1840-1960 
http://www.columbia.edu/cu/lweb/archival/collections/ldpd_4079362/index.html 
 
University of Virginia 
Papers of Edmund Clarence Stedman (80 Items), 1860-1907 
http://www.worldcat.org/title/papers-of-edmund-clarence-stedman-1860-1907/oclc/647954441 
 
Library of Congress 
Papers of Edmund Clarence Stedman (50 items), 1871-1923 
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.mss/eadmss.ms007028  
 
Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library, Yale University 
Laura Stedman Papers 
http://drs.library.yale.edu:8083/HLTransformer/HLTransServlet?stylename=yul.ead2002.xhtml.xsl
&pid=beinecke:stedman&query=stedman&clear-stylesheet-
cache=yes&hlon=yes&filter=&hitPageStart=1 
 
Princeton Library 
Ridgely Torrence Papers (114 boxes, 3 cartons, 1 package), 1833-1952 
http://findingaids.princeton.edu/getEad?eadid=C0172 
 
Access Points 
Personal names: 
 Boult, Ella Maud (b. 1868) 

Brown, Kenneth (b. 1868) 
Dos Passos, John (1896-1970) 
Stedman, Edmund Clarence (1833-1908) 
Stevens, Beatrice (1876-1947) 
Torrence, Ridgely (1875-1950)  

Topical subjects: 
American drama 
American literature 
American poetry 
Women authors, American 

Geographic subjects: 
Bronxville (N.Y.) 
Medina (Ohio)  
New York (N.Y.) 
Pomfret (Conn.) 
 

Container List 
Box 153 
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Series I: Edmund Clarence Stedman  
• Folder 1: Stedman, Edmund Clarence   n.d., 1898-1907 (bulk 1899-1900)  

Series II: Ridgely Torrence 
• Folder 2: Torrence, Ridgely    n.d., 1899-1947 (bulk 1905-1910) 

Series III: General Correspondence 
• Folder 3:  Aignge de Vere, Mary     n.d. 
• Folder 4:  Aldrich, Thomas Bailey    1899 
• Folder 5: Birch, Reginald     n.d. 
• Folder 6: Brown, Kenneth     n.d., 1899-1903 
• Folder 7: Bull, Lucy C.     1899 
• Folder 8: Dos Passos, John     1922 
• Folder 9: Edward F. Hale     1899 
• Folder 10: Gilder, Joseph B.     1908 
• Folder 11: Gilder, R. W. (Richard Watson)   1905 
• Folder 12: Jenks, Tudor     1903 
• Folder 13: Johnson, Rossiter     1929 
• Folder 14: MacManus, Seumus    n.d., 1899 
• Folder 15: Markham, Edwin     1932 
• Folder 16: McClure, H. H. (Henry Herbert)    1899 
• Folder 17: Parker, Gilbert     1898 
• Folder 18: Pennell, Joseph     1921 
• Folder 19: Stoddard, Elizabeth    n.d., 1899 
• Folder 20: Stoddard, Richard Henry   1899 
• Folder 21: Thompson, Will H.    1899 
• Folder 22: Vaka, Demetra (Mrs. Kenneth Brown)  n.d. 
• Folder 23: White, William     1899 

 


